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to have headed the procession, but the same odious
reports against him that had circulated at the death of
the Dauphin had again appeared, and he begged to be
let off. M. le Due filled his place. Madame la Du-
chesse de Berry, who was in the family way, kept her
bed; and in order that she should not be seen there
when people came to pay her the usual visits of con-
dolence, the room was kept quite dark. Many ridicu-
lous scenes and much indecent laughter, that could not
be restrained, thus arose. Persons accustomed to the
room could see their way, but those unaccustomed
stumbled at every step, and had need of guidance. For
want of this, Pere du Trevoux, and Pere Tellier after
him, both addressed their compliments to the wall;
others to the foot of the bed. This became a secret
amusement, but happily did not last long.

As may be imagined, the death of M. le Due de Berry
was a deliverance for Madame la Duchesse de Berry.
She was, as I have said, in the family way; she hoped
for a boy, and counted upon enjoying as a widow more
liberty than she had been able to take as a wife. She
had a miscarriage, however, on Saturday, the i6th of
June, and was delivered of a daughter which lived only
twelve hours. The little corpse was buried at Saint-
Denis, Madame de Saint-Simon at the head of the pro-
cession. Madame la Duchesse de Berry, shortly be-
fore this event, received two hundred thousand livres
income of pension; but the establishment she would
have had if the child had been a boy was not allowed
her.